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— The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE THREE MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the 
mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED {35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 ) j)3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on Jun 24, 2002 

2a) □ This action is FINAL. 



2b) 53 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) 53 Claim (s) 1-4 and 7-9 



4a) Of the above, claim (s) 
5)D Claim(s) 



6) 53 Claim (s) 1-4 and 7-9 

7) D Claim (s) 

8) D Claims 



is/are pending in the application, 
is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

9)D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) □ The drawing(s) filed on is/are a) □ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
1 !)□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

1 2) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some* c)D None of: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 
a)D The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§120 and/or 121. 

Attach me nt(s) 

1) 53 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) Q Interview Summary (PT0-41 3) Paper No(s). 

2) □ Notice of Dreftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

3) [^Information Disclosure Statemerrt(s) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(s). M- 6) Q Other: 



U. S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 1 1 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



This correspondence is in response to the applicant's response filed June 24, 2002. 



Claims 1-4, 7-9 have been examined. 



2. 



Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 7 have been considered but are moot 



in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-4, 7-9 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over Christie, 
IV et al (US 6,324,265), hereinafter referred to as Christie. 

-Regarding claims 1 and 7, Christie discloses a distributed system for establishing a 
voice communication session, the voice communication session being established by executing a 
series of functions, said distributed system comprising (referring to figure 1A): a client device 
(104, 106, 1 1 1, 1 13) constituting an originating point of the voice communication session; a 
plurality of servers (voice mail server 116, e-mail server 117, audio stream server 118) capable to 
be placed in a data communicative relationship with said client device (104, 106), each server 
(116, 117, 118) being capable of establishing a data exchange transaction with the client device 
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(104, 106) to execute a certain function of the communication session, each server being 

characterized in that it establishes a data exchange transaction with said client device in a manner 

autonomous frornlTdata exchange transaction between said client device and a different server. 

Christie teaches "IP network 100 may also include an electronic mail (e-mail) server 117 
for processing e-mail or other messages. Examples of messages include, but are not limited to, 
e-mail, voice mail, text, audio or visual information, multimedia information, or programming 
information. A media stream server 118 provides multimedia connections through IP packet 
network 100 to various sources. A gatekeeper 115 provides and controls services through the 
network such as call waiting. Other devices may interface IP network 100, such as a device for 
transmitting video information.", (col. 3, line 40-53). 

Christie does not teach each server being characterized in that it establishes a data 

exchange transaction with said client device in a mariner autonomous from a data exchange 

transaction between said client device and a different server. 

Christie however, teaches "Communications devices are thus media independent and^ 
may typically process a variety of information such as, for example, voice, multimedia, video, 
and control or programming signals.", (col. 3, line 40-53). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to those having ordinary skill in the art at the time 

of the invention was made to implement a client/server that is autonomous from other server, so 

that both client and server can work in an autonomous, scalable, fault-tolerant and secure 



manner. 
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-Regarding claims 2 and 3, a "server", such as that discloses by Christie, is a computing 
device including a processor for processing digital data, a memory coupled to processor for 
storing digital data, an input digitizer coupled to the processor for inputting digital data, an 
application program stored in memory and accessible by processor for directing processing of 
digital data by processor, a display coupled to the processor and memory for displaying 
information derived from digital data processed by processor and a plurality of databases. 

-Regarding claims 4 and 5, Christie discloses a private branch exchange network 
(Intranet 100) to permit establishment of internal and external voice communication sessions, 
said private branch exchange network including (referring to FIG. 1 A): a plurality of nodes 
(router 107, gatekeeper 115, IP-PSTN gateway 101, audio stream server 118, e-mail server 117, 
voice mail server 116) capable of communicating with one another by exchange of data packets 
(IP packet) to exchange to establish and conduct a voice communication session; said network 
including at least one node (IP-PSTN gateway 101) capable of forming a gateway with a PSTN 
to permit establishment of external voice communication session. 

-Regarding claims 6, 8 and 9, Christie teaches that the establishment of a data exchange 
transaction between said client device and a server comprises the exchange of data packets 
(request message) between said client device and the server; wherein said data packets are IP data 
packets, (see figure 1A). 
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Conclusion 



5. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 



disclosure. 



US 6,133,912 (Montero) discloses a technique and apparatus for delivering information 
to the subscriber (terminals) on a communication network. The information is simultaneously 
displayed without interfering with the reception and/or display of subscriber's selected data or 
program. 

US 6,269,370 (Kirsch) discloses a system for discriminating and organizing informational 
locators or key references obtained from source information and, in particular, to a system and 
process for expediently developing locators of independently distributed information accessible 
through a heterogeneous protocol network, such as the Internet. 

6. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Brenda Pham whose telephone number is (703) 308-0148. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:00 to 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wellington Chin, can be reached on (703) 305-4366. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 

Brenda Pham 
August 20, 2002 



Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



or faxed to: 



(703) 872-9314, (for informal or draft communications, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 



Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, 
Arlington. VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist) 




